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                                                                            6, Estate Cottages, 
                                                                             Shelbourne Road, 
                                                                             Ballsbridge, 
                                                                             Dublin 4. 
 
 
 
Tony Shanahan 
Administrative Officer 
South Dublin County Council 
Planning Department 
Town Centre 
Tallaght  
Dublin 24                                            
 
 

RE  Observation Submission to REVIEW OF QUARRIES under 
Section 261A of the Planning and Development Act 2000. 
 
Dear Sir 
 
I refer to the above and wish to make the following observations by way of 
invited submissions to SDCC and refer to  the Notice on the website at Nr. 5 
where it states “  Any person may make submissions or observation in 
writing without payment of a fee, to south Dublin County Council in relation to 
any quarry in its administrative area not later than 6 weeks after the date of 
this notice. “ . 
 
I wish to draw attention to the illegal quarry at Aghfarrell, Brittas Co Dublin 
and operated by Shillelagh Quarries Limited. 



 
The application made in respect of this quarry under section 261 was not 
properly considered and there was false information submitted on foot of the 
application form with regard to the ownership of the lands contained in folios 
which no longer existed and where the unauthorized development was taking 
place. South Dublin County Council granted permission for continuance of 
use in full knowledge that the operation was illegal and thankfully the decision 
of SDCC, which was ultra vires has been overturned by An Bord Pleanala by 
order dated 24th December 2010. 
 
The subject quarry is still being investigated by the senior planner who 
granted permission for continuance of use and has now been given the 
enforcement file to regularize various breaches and illegality, however there 
has been no meaningful action or any visible action taken to date by SDCC 
against the owner or operators of the illegal quarry.  
 
 
 
This beggars belief and I am awaiting an explanation from Mr Horan, the 
County Manager to account for this and explain why the same planner who 
granted permission for a known illegal and unauthorized operation at lands in 
Aghfarrell,  has now charge of an  enforcement file to which much of the 
irregularity consequently arising,  can be attributed to him granting permission 
( ultra vires) in the first place,  for a known illegal and unauthorized 
development. 
 
I submit that the proposals contained in the above review raise concern  
regarding this particular quarry and any attempt to alter the procedures of 
Section 261A of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as proposed by 
SDCC for control, could in circumstances where it to allow or permit to create; 
 



(i) further opportunity to re-apply under the section 261a where the 
operators of this unauthorized development, possess no planning 
permission by way of order of ABP. 

 
 

(ii)  which was previously determined by the High Court to be an 
unauthorized development.  

 
 

(iii)  the subject site in which the illegal operations continue to take 
place is not a quarry pre October 1st 1964. 

 
The above if permitted to unfold would likely result in the matter being 
complained of further in other forums and through procedures provided for 
under EU directives and reported to other superior authority notwithstanding 
the provision for the matter to be referred to ABP. 
 
There is still no provision for third party evidence or participation in the 
application for a section 261 and accordingly this remains open to 
constitutional challenge. The proposed changes under the review would 
significantly add to excluding third parties from participation in this process as 
a review does not contain proposals to allow for same. 
 
Accordingly in the circumstances I do not believe that the “ review”  of 
quarries as proposed, can be trusted by the public and in particular to the 
above named illegal quarry to be open or fair.   
 
 
William M Collins 
 
January 27 2012. 
 









 
NOTE ON REVQUAR0020 
 
 
 
02/02/2012 
 
Received a phone call today from Mrs. Lawlor who was ringing on behalf 
of her husband who had received a letter from us acknowledging receipt 
of his submission. 
 
Mrs Lawlor stated that neither of them knew what this was about and 
neither had sent in a letter regarding quarries. 
 
I forwarded a copy of “Michael Lawlor’s” submission today to them and 
requested that they notify me in writing if they did not submit this 
submission 
 
Lucinda  
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